HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 


Fut Lal 


Hh ith this issue of "SPEC", both 


a new Publication, a a new Society 
make their bow. Fo 2C will become 
the official o no > recently 
founded CIRCUS I TORICAL SOCIETY, and 
the only publication ever to bring to- 

ether under one Big Top, the combined 
interests of all Circus Collectors, 
Fans, Performers, Photographers, and 
Model Builders. 


However, no Publication can long 
rive, which does not have behind 
» a responsible oup of Sponsors. 
Ve believe the S HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY has that responsibility, and 
we hope sincerely that from our pre- 
sent small group may come a great 
International Society to take its 
place beside the Circus Saints and 
Sinners, and the CFA, both of whom aro 
respected in their chosen fields. 
Despite the growing lack of big shows 
during recent years, there has been a 
decided increase in the humber of 
Collectors of Circus Photos, letter- 
heads, programs, route cards, etc. 
There is also the Circus Model Build- 
ers and Owners Association whose hob- 
by is the reproducing of miniature 
models of their favorite show. Up to 
now, there has been no definite place 
for the active Collector of Circusiana 
to meet, nor any group with which to 
join. We hope to provide that meeting 
place among the columns of SPEC, along 
with Circus news that IS news, authen- 
tic articles on older shows, drawings 
and real photos for your collection. 


The CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
does not admit that the great American 
Circus is dead, nor that it cannot be 
"saved". We do believe however, that 
far too many shows have passed away, 
and left little behind, except their 
name,although it may have been known 
in every household just a few short 
years ago. We believe that somewhere 
in this land must be a few mementos 
of the Golden Past, and we trust that 
it may not be too late for us to gath- 

terial now, preserve for 
the Circ * today and 
ns seriously 
“t g, we 
bid a cordial lcs e are not in 
opposition to anyone, save those who 
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oppose the Circus, and who do not show it to the best advantage at all 
times. 


We doubt whether a more interested or representative group has ever 
been banded together in a common cause, than may be found among our original 
group of 11 members. There is Mrs. Betty Leonard, representing the Per- 
formers, and who was, by the way, our very first supporter, following a 
mention of the proposed organization several years ago. There is Eddie 
Jackson, who has travelled with Circuses and snapped photos for 14 years; 
our vice-president, Walter W. Tyson, ardent Canadian Fan; Charlie Campbell, 
collector and historian of the Show world; Art Stensvad, editor of SPEC, 
and co-owner of Campbell & Stensvad paper Circus; Bill Green, collector 
and dealer in Circusiana; Bob Green, former Circus musician and writer; 
Bill Kasiska, a name we heard almost as early as our first show, and with 
a wealth of good advice and information; Spencer A. Stine, Washington, 

D.C. Fan; Walter J. Pietschman, probably our newest fan, but none the less 
interested. Walt has covered many shows with the writer, during the past 
two seasons, and is now secretary and treasurer of the CHS. Last but not 
least, is President Don Smith, friendly photographer of Show Folks every- 
where, and managing editor of SPEC during his spare moments. Six of the 
Charter Members are also active in CFA. 


But on with the Show! Bring out your Clowns and Beautiful Ladies, 
let Lions roar, strike up the Band, for today, the CIRCUS HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY steps out, in SPEC. We hope you'll like it! DS. 


The following is strictly not editorial policy, but we believe that 
the photos of Lemen Bros. Circus, offered by Bill Green are so good, and 
so reasonable in price, that every collector of historical views will want 
a set. Regular price is $1. Which reminds us that Eddie Jackson photos 
have been used by many writers, during recent years; and Mary Erdlitz 
chose a photo by Don Smith, for use in the Billboard when she was voted 
most popular of all girl Elephant Trainers, during the past season. Mary 
is a mighty sweet girl, and it grieved us no end when we heard of her 
automobile accident several weeks ago. However she is recovering rapidly, 
according to reports, and will again be with the Big Show next season. 


Greatest thrill of 1939, was on the Cole Bros, Circus lot in Strat- 
ford, Ontario, when I stood with Jess Adkins and members of the great Loyal 
Repenski Troupe, and watched little Clara Delbosq make her debut in a 
regular performance. Not as a rider of course, but on a swinging ladder, 
controlled by Justino, star of the troupe. No special announcement had 
been made, but the eyes of the entire audience were upon her, as she per- 
formed feats along with the older girls of the show. Applause was loud 
and long as she descended, and raced across the ring to the bandstand 
where we waited and was lovingly embraced by her mother, and hurried away 
to their private tent. You see, I have counted the Repenskis as my friends 
Since first seeing them on the old Sells-Floto show, and have taken pic- 
tures of Clara since she was barely two years old. She is now seven. 


The promised Historical article by Art Stensvad evidently strayed 
Slsewhere, due to Holiday rush, so this issue has been made up entirely by 
the president, in order that the appearance of SPEC should not be further 
Gelayed. We have definite guarantee of interesting items for next issue, 
end policy of including glossy photos as illustrations will start the 
= US lnow what YOU would like to see in SPEC. We'll get it if possible. 


— 





A SINCERE WISH 
THAT THE SEASON OF I940 MAY HOLD THE BEST 
of Luck for all Members, Circuses, and Fans 
WALTER TYSON, 27 GREEN STREET, GUELPH, ONT., CAN. 
Pine views of Robinson, Christy, Al G. Barnes, 
Hagenbeck-Wallace, Cole Bros., Ringling-Barnum. 
FOR SALE OR TRADE. WHAT HAVE YOU? PLEASE 
WRITE. 

THE 
SEASONS 
6 RB -& Peiew 6s 

And a Special Offer of my 

1898 LEMEN BROS. CIRCUS Photos 
6 for 75¢ toC H $~_ members only. 
BILL GREEN 
312 North C Street, Washington, Kansas. 


CIRCUS PHOTOS, postcard size, nicely assorted, 

sold in sets only. Ringling Bros., Barnum-Bailey, 
Al G. Barnes, Sparks, Downie Bros., Robbins Bros 
Tim McCoy, Tom Mix, Parker-Watts, Barnes, Sells- 
Floto, Barnes-Ringling, (38), Jack Hoxie, Hagen- 
beck-Wallace Etc. Circular on request. Perm. Add. 
EDDIE JACKSON, BOX 477, MACON, GEORGIA. 


“) 


REETINGS TO ALL 
from 
BETTY LEONARD 
FINEST PHOTOS OF OLD TIME SHOWS. 


440 NORTH DODGE ST., WICHITA, KANSAS. 


SRK SRF AOR RII kai RC aR eae ae 


And may the 1940 Season be the Best 


for Circuses, Historians, and Fans Everywhere 


BILL KASISKA, 4I9 Third Street, Baraboo, Wisc. 


GUReE Eber NeG S 
FROM 
CAMPBELL 
D 


STENSVAD 
COMBINED ci_RCUS 


ByRAOkS: « 


NOW BOOKING FOR 1940 SEASON. 


ARTHUR STENSVAD 
J) BOX 432, 
/ NORTH PLATTE, NEBR. 


CHAS. CAMPBELL 
BOX 225, 
SYLVA, N.C. 


CHARLIE CAMPBELL 
BOX 225 SYLVA, N.C. 


WANTS 
OLDTIME CIRCUS ROUTES. I 
WILL SWAP TYPED ROUTES FOR 
ROUTES WHICH I DO NOT HAVE 
IN MY COLLECTION. LIST ON 
REQUEST IF INTERESTED 
Address Above. 


READY MARCH Ist 


WORE D'S 
GORGEsA 1 E S T 
|! lustrated 


CIRCUS PHOTO 
LIST 


1001 VIEWS. COUNT 'EM. 
1001. 23 CIRCUSES COM- 
BINED. 23 RAIL..WAGON.. 
MOTORSHOWS. 


SEND A DIME AND RESERVE 
YOUR LIST NOW. NONE FREE 
EXCEPT TO OLD CUSTOMERS. 

THANKS A LOT ! 
DON SMITH 


BOX 





—‘Clyeitize the lit / 


BY THE USE OF/PHOTOGRAPHS 
YOU CAN SELL THOSE ACTS. 


EMPHASIZE/ THE FACTS 
WITH 


*WHO KNOWS MOST, x 
HIM LOSS OF TIME GRIEVES MOST.” “_ 
hy DANTE ‘, — 
MAKE SEE-READING INTERESTING cod ym 
CONVINCING 1224 FINE PHOTOGRAPHS. 


vk 
mal \ 
RX 
“— 


W. J. PIETSCHMAN-C.F.A. PHONES 
7337 THIRD STREET BUS. TOWNSEND 8-5520 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN RES. MADISON 6210 


AUTOGRAPHED PHOTOS BY PERFORMERS FROM COLE - RINGLING - PARKER. . 5 se 
WATTS- BARNETT BROS. -LEGION CIRCUS - SHRINE CIRCUS. PHOTOS FROM 1937 TO DATE — 





